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league against England, the kind of league that was after- 1658 wards formed against Louis XIV. Had he lived, and had he been able to adjust his finances, he might indeed have restrained the French king from his more dangerous blunders, but in time the spirit of Europe would have revolted against the dictation of the two Powers, as much as against the dictation of one of them. The acquisition of Dunkirk was a step away from the true interests of England. Nor did the other side of his policy, the practical, commercial side, prove in fact good business. He lost the support of all monied men by the weight of his taxes, and he forfeited the confidence of the new commercial class, already one of the strongest things in the land, by the particular orientation of his aims. To them the real enemy was Holland. The war with Spain lost them a valuable form of trade which passed into the hands of neutrals. Spanish frigates made every venture uncertain on the western seas. Isolated captures of plate-ships and the acquisition of remote islands were no compensation, since the mechanism of business had now become far more complex than in Elizabeth's day. At a time when English finance needed peace and leisure to adjust itself to new conditions he provided a fresh irritant.

Much of Oliver's foreign policy perished with him, but his work was not all fruitless. Apart from raising the pride and quickening the spirit of his country, he left it certain indubitable assets and certain enduring principles. The navy, fostered under difficulties by Charles I, was made by him the first in the world. The long spells of continuous employment made it a true profession, with its own institutions and traditions, for the fleet was for the first time in our history a fleet of war-ships, wholly independent of merchant auxiliaries. More, he not only provided the instrument, but he adumbrated the true lines on which it should be used; for he summoned England to the Mediterranean and to a vision of empire.

Of the Mediterranean and England's vital interest therein he was in fact the discoverer. The purpose of